






























C. SR 710 PROJECT UPDATE
MEMO: tempI IMPOa05.03

Ms. Beltran stated that this item was discussed at the last meeting and there were
two issues. The first was the $2.5 million in Discretionary Funds which have
been addressed previously in this meeting. The second issue was the multi-modal
path which runs parallel to the SR710 roadway between Allapattah and the Martin
County Line. As directed by this Board, a letter was sent to FDOT stating that
the Board did not agree with the multi-modal path along this segment of SR 710,
by a vote of four to two. A response letter from FDOT is in the agenda package,
asking that the Board reconsider this issue.

Mr. Donaldson is present to discuss the County's position regarding this project.
Mr. Donaldson stated that in conversations with FDOT, it was agreed that the
MPO Discretionary Funds would not be allocated to this project. FDOT
requested that it be approved the way it is, but they assured the County that the
funds would be reallocated in July when the Work Program is out of lockdown.
This is in writing, and the County will follow up with this item. The second
portion of these discussions was the multi-modal path. This multi-modal path is
included in Okeechobee and Palm Beach Counties plans and they do want to be
able to connect the three Counties. FDOT did state if the path is included in the
PD&E, when it comes time for construction is could be left out, however, when it
is built, if the multi-modal path was not included in the PD&E that it cannot be
added. FDOT is imploring the MPO Board to approve the PD&E with the
inclusion of the path so that they can accomplish interconnecting the three
counties and in the event that if it were to be problematic, in the future, the Board
could still opt out. Mr. Donaldson has had other conversations with Mr. Marc
Gavin, the field Operations Manager, regarding other issues related to SR 710.
There are a series of ditches in the vicinity where this path will be placed, that are
in dispute in terms of maintenance. The DOT doesn't fully maintain them as only
about half of the ditch is their right-of-way, the other half is private property. The
required right-of-way acquisition for this project would clearly encompass all of
those drainage ditches within their right-of-way and force them to clean up and
provide some alternative drainage patterns, which the County has tried in the past,
to redistribute some flows to wetlands further north. Mr. Donaldson
recommended to the Board that the PD&E be approved as suggested and if there
are concerns over the pathway itself that the direction to the DOT would be
emphasized not to construct the path, until such time that other outreach has been
done with Indiantown and the neighboring property owners.

Mr. Brian Powers addressed the Board stating that it was not his goal to kill the
multi-modal path. Mr. Powers was not aware that this was a regional effort. His
concerns are that some property owners have already sustained significant
property losses due to eminent domain. Mr. Powers found comments from the
Okeechobee County discussions with FDOT. He learned that there is some
flexibility in terms of where the path is located along the corridor, and there is
only one landowner on the opposite side, that being CSX. As the high speed rail
is not going to be using that corridor, Mr. Powers stated that he would like to
advise FDOT that Indiantown is supportive of the path as long as the path or the
corridor shifts enough, that this will not cause the loss of property to local
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landowners of more than 200 feet. Ms. Heard stated that if CSX rents are
anywhere close to FEC rents, it would not be affordable. Mr. Smith clarified that
the some of the funds for this multi-modal project are coming from the State's
Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) funds. These funds will only be used in
infrastructure that is part of the SIS. If you do not use these funds for what they
are planned you cannot move them to another project, the State will re-prioritize
those funds to other links on the SIS system and those funds will be lost. If we
tum down these funds, they will be spent anyway, just not in Martin County.

Mr. Smith made a motion that the PD&E be approved as recommended by
Mr. Donaldson, being assured that if the Board chooses to not have the path
at a later date, that it can be omitted. Mr. Hayes seconded the motion for
the purpose of discussion.

Mr. Mortell addressed the Board that FDOT is currently under lockdown, and
they have requested that the Board wait to modify the funding on this project until
after July when the lockdown is curtailed, so as not to disrupt other portions of the
project. Mr. Mortell believes that as a benefit to the Board, if the project is left
where it is there is no harm and as it goes forward, which could be years from
now, if it can be retracted at a later date, we are at least giving a direction and
going forward with the balance of the corridor, just not that of the multi-modal
path. Removing the path could jeopardize ever having the multi-modal path
included, even if there were negotiations that could be made in five or ten years.
Plus, a whole new PD&E study would have to be done. FDOT is requesting that
it stay within the PD&E study for the time being.

Mr. Ciampi is on record stating that he is against the multi-modal path. However,
he will support the motion, based on the presentation by Mr. Donaldson stating
that FDOT requests that the Board approve the path for now, only to preserve the
possibility of having the path or the choice to remove it at a later date. Mr.
Bausch is not convinced that the local Government will be able to curtail this
project if FDOT wants it in.

Mr. Smith will remove his motion.

Ms. Heard made a motion to stand on the removal of the multi-modal path
which was made at the last Board meeting. Mr. Bausch seconded this
motion.

Mr. Hayes is In agreement with Mr. Donaldson and Mr. Smith's original
consideration.

Mr. Hayes made a substitute motion that the PD&E be approved as
recommended by Mr. Donaldson, being assured that if the Board chooses to
not have the path at a later date, that it can be omitted.

Mr. Smith stated that this is exactly when it is necessary to approach FDOT. If
the Board really does not want a project they need to make their desires heard.
Mr. Powers stated that some of the issues relating to these ditches really do need
to take place. There are also some opportunities there too. Mr. Powers does not
want to see the trail killed as FDOT may kill the other projects too. The Board
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does need to go to FDOT and give them direction, but he doesn't want to see the
project totally stymied.

The first motion to be voted on is the motion made by Ms. Heard to stand on the
removal of the multi-modal path which was made at the last Board meeting
regarding the SR 710.

The vote for Ms. Heard's motion was called and there were three for and
four against. The motion failed.

It was noted by Mr. Donaldson that in order to have the path remain in the PD&E
Study as recommended noting that the multi-modal path could be removed at a
later date a new motion would be required. Mr. Donaldson stated it was
suggested by Mr. Powers that it could be a good opportunity to possibly give
some direction to FDOT, that the path not require condemnation but to
incorporate it within their drainage or voluntary acquisition program.

Mr. Ciampi addressed Mr. Donaldson regarding the drainage issues mentioned by
Mr. Powers. Mr. Donaldson stated that staff will still advocate that the drainage
gets fixed whether the path is included or not. However, the locations where the
multi-modal path is located are the same areas where the drains are and if the path
were installed FDOT would have to deal with the drainage issues, where as if it is
just the roadway, they will not. Mr. Bausch asked Mr. Donaldson, if the drainage
is the only thing to be done, would the right-of-way still have to be purchased?
Mr. Donaldson stated yes, but it could also be a voluntary program.

Mr. Ciampi made a motion to continue the PD&E study requested by FDOT
to give them the future flexibility for a connection between Okeechobee
County and Palm Beach County. Mr. Ciampi remains on the record that he
is not in favor of the multi-modal path, but in the spirit of working with
FDOT, he makes the motion. Mr. Hayes seconded the motion indicating that
he does not wish to cut off the opportunities at this time. The vote was called.
There were five for the motion and two against. The motion passed.

D. MPO'S UPGRADED WEBSITE
MEMO: templlMPOa05.04

Ms. Beltran stated that staff has been working on upgrading the website and the
consultants are here if the Board would like to have a presentation.

Mr. Ciampi made a motion authorizing staff to move ahead as long as they
are satisfied that the changes recommended have been addressed, and for
staff to forward to each of the Board Members a copy of the website. This
motion was seconded by Ms. Clarke. The motion passed.

11. COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS

Mr. Smith stated that it could be helpful if staff would request of FDOT to come back
and share with this Board the alternatives of getting SR 714 added to the SIS system.
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Mr. Jack Kelly, from the City of Port St. Lucie, gave an update on the Regional
Transportation Committee that is being formed. He noted that Martin County has
named the four or five members which will be representing the County. Port St.
Lucie has an Executive Board in their MPO, and they appointed the Executive Board
which is comprised of Mr. Jack Kelly, Ms. Kathryn Henslee, School Board member,
Commissioner Paula Lewis, and Commissioner Sessions from the City of Fort Pierce,
and they are waiting on an appointment from the Economic Development Council.
The criteria for this Board are that each member must be an elected official.

Mr. Kelly mentioned that he would appreciate anyone from the Martin MPO to attend
the St. Lucie County MPO meetings. The inland port issue was recently voted down
and he would invite Martin's attendance at future meetings concerning issues of such
community impact.

Mr. Kelly also indicated that they need to be scheduling a Regional Transportation
meeting in the near future as funds will be available soon, which the MPO's do not
want to miss out on.

12. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
Arlene Tanis, from FOOT indicated that the cost for a Discretionary Grant is
approximately $500,000 and that would be to actually build or whatever the Regional
Transit Organization (RTO) decides to be shared between Martin and St. Lucie.
There will be additional funds available to assist staff in administering the RTO. The
DOT is in process of securing some assistance funds to get this going. It will not be
permanent, only about one year's worth.

13. NOTES
• Support Letter for 714 Roadway
• MPO Correspondence to Senator Dockery
• MPOAC 2011 Legislative Policy Positions
• FOOT Letter- FY2015/16 TRIP Funding
• MPOAC Letter - Strategic Intermodal System (SIS)

14. NEXT MEETING
• May 9,2011 - Martin MPO Regular Board Meeting

15. ADJOURN
A motion was made to adjourn was made by Mr. Smith. The motion was
seconded by Ms. Heard. There were no objections. The motion passed the and
the meeting was adjourned at 11:15 AM.
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