












considered. Do not totally squash the idea, just entertain additional discussion between the
three Counties to solidify the visions of each local government.

Commissioner Heard speculated that if this is a 16 mile path, that it would be about a $60
million dollar expenditure and she feels that there should be a better use for the $60 million
dollars of tax funds. Ms. Heard stated that she was a competitive runner and she doesn't t!link
that it would be much fun to run on this multi-use path having trucks whizzing past at 60-70
miles an hour (mph), as the trail oscillates near and far from the road. Commissioner Smith
reiterated that the three jurisdictions should get together and discuss whether or not they wish
to spend these monies on this project. Commissioner Smith asked Mr. Glass if FDOT has held
this presentation in Okeechobee. Mr. Glass advised that Okeechobee is being handled by
FDOT's District One Division and they are doing their own presentations for their portions. It
was learned that another PD&E Study is being done for the Palm Beach County area. The
representatives from FDOT advised that their divisions have quarterly meetings to discuss the
implementation of the plans.

Commissioner Smith recommends an addendum to the motion, pending approval 0 'the
motion makers, that the three counties coordinate to make a determination if there is a
desire to have the multi-use path funded or redirect the $60 million dollars, and advise
this Board of the findings. There was no second on this addendum. Addendum to the
motion failed.

Mr. Glass stated that his concern is getting the documents to the FHWA for approval, and
asked if he could submit the documents to the FHWA with the path included, and continue to
have these discussions [regarding removing the path], but he was advised that he could not.
The deadline to have these plans to the FHWA would be July 13, 2011. At that time the new
noise guidelines are coming into effect and a new noise study would have to be made. Mr.
Glass was going to propose a TIP amendment in order to have this project put in the TIP on
July 1, contingent on changing the funding out of the SU category, so that FDOT can get the
Land Development Code Atlas (LDCA) signed before July 13th

, and save having to do the
noise study over. The Feds have recently changed the rules, so if they do not get the LDCA
signed before July 13, 2011, then the noise study will have to be redone for the entire 15 miles
of the project. Commissioner Heard mentioned that to re-do the noise study would be cheaper
than installing the multi-modal path, to which Mr. Glass concurred. Mr. Powers stated th the
is not totally against the path, especially if the path is going to be connected. If that is the plan,
to make the best path the counties could, then go in an area where things have already been
impacted, which is the rail area. It is a straight area and will get more difficult when you get
south of town, as you would need to work closely with someone who has already raised up
something through the swamp, as that is literally what you will be doing in that area. Mr.
Powers' idea, is since they have a plan to work with CSX he would like to say ifthey can work
it out with CSX then build the path, if they cannot work it out with CSX then do not build the
multi-modal path. Mr. Powers says that this covers both ways. He doesn't want to totally de­
rail the project as he realizes that a lot of work has gone into this study, and he does feel that
this would be the solution long term. It would be the straightest path, and you would be dealing
with one land owner which would be a lot less cumbersome than having to deal with numerous
landowners. Mr. Hayes suggested reserving 12 feet on the other side near the CSX rail but not
paving it, just have it available. If in the future the counties chose to connect up, it would be
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available, and if not it could be used as a cut grass pathway, for runners, bikers, equestrian
riders, it would still be acquired under a single landowner, and you have reserved the
opportunity to use the property at a later date.

The motion was restated by Commissioner Heard, to make a recommendation that the multi­
modal path, as it is contemplated here, not be part of the project. She appreciates what Mr.
Powers said about continuing to negotiate with CSX, and she inquired of Mr. Glass if he has
successfully negotiated with CSX in the past to utilize their right-of-way for a path? Mr. Glass
states that for years they have worked with CSX successfully, to negotiate turning lanes, but
they have not done much in the way of purchasing right-of way. FDOT is negotiating to
purchase approximately 40 feet of right-of-way from CSX in order to move the typical section
toward the railroad and avoid the utility issue. Commissioner Heard asked why purchase
instead ofjust using their right-of-way. Mr. Glass stated that it could be a possibility; however
FDOT would prefer to purchase. This would save FDOT from impacting their drainage system
and in this area, CSX has 200 feet of right-of-way and they recognize that they would probably
never use that amount of right-of-way and they are willing to sell. Mr. Gutierrez added that to
date they have not received any negative comments from CSX.

Commissioner Hayes made a substitute motion that a letter be sent acknowledging that
the MPO Board is not in support of the multi-modal path as it has been presented, but
that the MPO wishes to preserve somewhere along the tract of the CSX line, at least 12
feet for potential future use for a path.

After clarification from FDOT that the alignment width that is being requested would not be
possible and after numerous discussions from other Commissioners, the motion died on the
floor.

The original motion by Commissioner Heard stands, recommending that the multi-modal
path not be included as part of the project which was seconded by Commissioner Ciampi.
There was no further discussion. A vote on the motion was taken. The vote was four in
favor and two against. (Commissioner Hayes and Commissioner Smith)

B. SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL GRANT APPLICATION
MEMO: templlMPOa04.03

This item was presented to the Joint Martin County Board of County Commissioner and the
School Board meeting last Tuesday and it was approved. This is a grant application to the State
to receive funding to connect missing links of sidewalks around schools, especially those with a
large walking populous. A list indicating what schools would benefit was included in the
agenda for the Board's review.

Commissioner Ciampi made a motion to approve submitting the grant application to the
State for sidewalk funding, and the motion was seconded by Commissioner Heard. There
being no further discussion, the motion carried.
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11.COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS
Commissioner Ciampi noted that FDOT will begin resurfacing Martin Downs Boulevard and
they will be doing sidewalk work in front of Martin Downs Country Club on the North and
South sides. As FDOT is re-doing some of the lighting at these intersections, which are major
intersections, would it be possible to see if they would be able to be retrofitted with audible
crosswalks. Ms. Beltran stated that an FDOT liaison on the BPAC Committee stated at a
committee meeting, that the MPO needs to request that the crosswalks be audible. Commission
Ciampi made a motion that the cross walks on Martin Downs Boulevard during this
project be made audible. The motion was seconded by Eula Clarke. Commissioner Smith
inquired as to who would be paying for this project, since not all projects are paid for my FDOT.
Ms. Beltran deferred to the County's Traffic Engineer, Lisa Wichser, to make this determination
as it is a State Road. The audible crosswalks were not in the current plan and the plan has
already gone to bid. Engineering can ask that they include audible crosswalks in the project.
Commissioner Ciampi would like to have an estimate, if FDOT will not cover the cost, to see
how much it would cost to place audible crosswalks along the estimated, seven crosswalks in
that area, as it is a main thoroughfare through Palm City. After no additional discussion, the
vote was called. The motion carried unanimously.

12.COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
None.

13.NOTES
• Correspondence - City of Stuart Commissioner Eula R. Clarke
• AlA Sewall's Point Project - email and plans to include bike lanes
• Florida's Flagler Line - Chamber hand-out
• Correspondence - Amtrak/FEC Rail Corridor Service
• MPOAC Appointments
• Correspondence - FY20l2/l6 Tentative Work Program
• Julie Preast's Resignation
• New CAC member, Martin County Commissioner District 2

Commissioner Bausch revisited the subject of the high speed rail. He wanted to see ifthe balance of
the Board supported Senator Dockery's position in keeping the high speed rail concept alive.
Commissioner Bausch thinks that this would be too good of a deal to leave, having the Federal
Government dollars be returned. It would mean economic benefits to everyone in the State, having
the ability to cross the State by rail. Commissioner Smith added that one of the reasons he asked
Ms. Tanis, with FDOT, earlier in the meeting as to the State's donor status was to learn how many
billions of dollars that Florida doesn't get back relative to the State's contribution. It would be a
vital piece of information to have.

Commissioner Bausch made a motion for the MPO to send a letter to Senator Dockery, in
support of the utilization of the $2.4 billion dollars in Federal funds for Florida's high speed
rail. This letter should be copied to Governor Rick Scott, FDOT District Four, the
Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council and the Federal Railroad
Administration. This motion was seconded by Commissioner Heard. The motion passed
unanimously.
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14.NEXT MEETING
• April 18, 2011 - Martin MPO Regular Board Meeting

15. ADJOURN
A Motion to Adjourn was made by Commissioner Bausch and Seconded by Commissioner
Hayes. No opposition was made by the Board or the Public. The Motion passed unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:34 a.m.

Recorded and Prepared by:

H. Brassard, Administrative Assistant II

Approved by:
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